
April 8, 2013

Meeting Called to Order at 7:00 pm in the Norris High School Vocal Room

Minutes from last month’s meeting are posted on the website.  Accepted as submitted.

Treasurer's Report: Char Weatherford

★ The Big Band Dance:  $2788/2428 profit.   $800 more than last year
★ Drum Line Event (HWAA Finals):  $5,675 + an some add’l cash ($840).
 Net close to $6,000.  Numbers not final yet.
  

Executive Committee Report:  

Communication continues to be our key to success.  The reality is that “us” as a group,  and 
the Music Dept. as a whole is getting bigger.   The students participating are greater in number, 
there is more attendance at events.  These are all great things, but make the need for great 
communication even more important.  

Noteworthy Patrons:  the program is in place.  We need to find ways recognize those who 
have contributed.  Maybe at the Remember the Titans event?

 Wes suggested printing programs sponsored by the Boosters.  This would give a 
 uniform look for each event.  We could include forms/envelopes for donations in   the 
programs too.  We could have the folders printed in a big batch to save costs,  and then use 
inserts to customize for each event.

 This may also be a place we could use the sponsors from the calendar sales.

Enormous thanks to all the Project Chairs who have worked so hard and so well to date.  And 
to the Directors... as well as, the kids and volunteers.

End of Year Booster event (potluck, etc.):  Can we move this to the fall?  Hold it at the picnic 
shelter in Aug/Sept.  By holding it in the Fall, we can use this event to help connect the new 9th 
grade parents to the Boosters.  Question:  What about the Senior’s parents?  The event in the 
Spring is a great way to thank them for their service.  If we don’t hold a Spring event, can we 
invite them back in the Fall?  Will they come?   *Freshman Orientation... can we have a few 
minutes to introduce ourselves?



Director’s Reports:

Dr. Lee/Band:  It’s been an active month so far.  Thanks to everyone who has helped at the 
Big Band Dance and HWAA finals.  These events were really close together, but they were 
pulled off very well.  Your participation is so helpful to the Directors.

District Music Contest is in two weeks... then it’s the “Remember the Titans” event on May 3 & 
4... then the Middle School band concert on May 6.

The Jazz Band competed in Hastings today.  The kids really played well.  We received straight 
1's from the judges... even with a new tune that the kids have only been playing for 10 days.

One of our students was selected to UNL Young Artists... Melissa Rahorst.  Last week on 
Wednesday, she got to spend the day at UNL.

Color Guard auditions for next year are starting soon.  Lastly, we’re prepping for the Orlando 
trip to complete the activities for this year.

Wes Hansmeyer/Vocal:  We have the 7th/8th grade musical coming up on May 11.

We’re also preparing for the Variety show.  Plans are for both choirs to sing together, and both 
Show Choirs to sing together.  We’re listening to acts this week for the show.

Orlando Trip:  May 22-26th... all students are paid except for maybe 2.  We have 80 students 
flying SouthWest out of Omaha, 40 students flying Delta out of Omaha, and 40 students flying 
out of Kansas City.  Busses will take everyone to the airport.  At this point, we’re only planning 
to send a bus for the Kansas City people to ride back home. 

Fall Musical for this year is Shrek.  It’s brand new... just released.  The musical has been 
moved to November.  We’re hoping this will allow more kids to be in the chorus since it's 
between fall and winter sports.

May 15 is Show choir auditions.  April 29/30 is auditions for the musical.

Jazz band for the Middle School has started... they meet Monday & Thursday mornings.

May 20 is the new “last day of school”



UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Big Band Dance:  a summary from Pam Siefert, Project Chair.  Volunteers really stepped up 
and filled in all the spots as needed.   Things to improve - better or more “directions” signs.  
The Soloists added a nice touch.  We received a letter from David City from an attender... very 
complimentary of the way it was run and the kids playing, etc.

HWAA:  Brenda Flood, Project Chair.  Students were awesome... willing to help where ever 
needed.   Jesse Andre, Event Coordinator.  It was a rough beginning.  The halls are too narrow 
for the drums, etc.  We may need to hold warm ups in the High School next time.

Calendar Project: it is officially done.

Orlando Trip:  we have not released times or hotels yet.  Sponsors will ride busses.

NEW BUSINESS:

Alex R. and Dr. Lee:  Band portion of the Orlando Trip.  We have an 8:30 pm performance 
time.  Do we need lights for uniforms or instruments?   Alex presented a possible solution.  
Lighting has a 4 hour battery life.  Asking Boosters to consider subsidizing the costs.  The units 
may be used for Marching Band season.  Bellevue West incorporated lighting last year.  No 
decision at this point if it’s something we want to do for our Fall season.  Costs would include:  
$7.50 for the driver, $1.50 per foot for the lights, sodering is about $4.00 each.   For 90 units, 
based on 6' of light, the approximate cost would be: $1,845 grand total (a $50 discount will 
apply, but we will need to pay shipping costs too.)  The units require 2 AA batteries.  There are 
10 colors available in lighting strips.  Considering lining the bass drums.  There is a noise 
sensitivity device that can be added to the unit to activate device upon certain decibel levels.

Suggestion for Project Chair:  Brenda Flood volunteered to work with Alex to figure out if this 
system will work with our uniforms.  If it is determined that this will work,  we'll send out a 
survey monkey for a vote.

Request for Funds for Drill Design software mentioned last month by Dr. Lee:  $113.
 Motion by: Brenda, Second by Pam.  Vote: Passed.

Food Allocation for Band: $106.05 Breakfast receipt from today.  Turn in to Char.

Wes questioned how to handle the Variety Show expenses.  Receipts to be given to Monty.

Merchandise:  Valerie requested seed money to buy merchandizing items to have ready for the 
Fall season.  And, asked for an ok to give 3 of the older t-shirts to the 8th grade for their end of 
year auction.
 Motion:  by Wes for $1,000 seed money and the 8th grade shirts.  Second by:   Pam. 
Vote: Passed.



Scholarships: requests have been turned in.  Executive Committee will look them over.  
Winners will be announced at the May 14 Honors Convocation..

Nominations for Executive Committee for next year:  Anyone interested in serving on the 
Executive Committee next year... please turn in names to Monty.  Several of the current 
Executive Team members are willing to continue to serve.  In order to help promote continuity, 
Monty is willing to continue to serve as President.  Voting will take place at the next meeting in 
May.

District Music Contest: the volunteer sign up sheets are ready... sign up today!

Remember the Titans:  the kitchen is going to do all the food for both nights.  There will be 
a Picnic theme on Friday night @ $10 for meal or $15 for dinner and show.

 The Saturday night meal is a spaghetti dinner @ $15 for meal or $20 for dinner  and 
show.

 The room will seat up to 250 people.   Advance tickets will be sold to make 
 reservations.

 Tickets for the event itself will be $5.  It will be held in the South gym which seats 
 800-900 people.

 Intermission:  there will be an intermission and we will be selling concessions.   We’re 
expecting a 90 minute show.   The kids will serve the meal...

 Andrew Carlson can put the event on the Norris site...   we will be advertising in  the 
Voice and on FaceBook... an announcement will go out in Thursday folders  for 
Elementary families...

Music Booster Kick Off Classic:  An event planned to get to know the new parents as soon as 
possible once school begins...

Fall Sport Kick Off event... may be a good time for apparel sales, parent meeting, etc.

Still looking for Tail Gate Chair....

Senior Night will be held at Remember the Titans.  It should be on the second night.  That is 
also when awards will be handed out.

Final Booster meeting for this year will be on Tuesday, May 7 at 7:00 pm.

Meeting Adjourned at 8:13.


